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DISCOURSE. 


Rom. 138: 1—7. 


“Ler every soul be subject unto the higher powers. For there is no pow- 
er but of God: the powers that be, are ordained of God. Whoso- 
ever therefore resisteth the power, resisteth the ordinance of God: 
and they that resist shall receive to themselves damnation. For ru- 
lers are not a terror to good works, but to the evil. Wilt thou then 
not be afraid of the power? do that which is good, and thou shalt 
have praise of the same. For he is the minister of God to thee for 
good. But if thou do that which is evil, be afraid; for he beareth 
not the sword in vain: for he is the minister of God, a revenger to 
execute wrath upon him that doeth evil. Wherefore ye must needs 
be subject, not only for wrath, but also for conscience’ sake. For, 
for this cause pay ye tribute also: for they are God’s ministers, at- 
tending continually upon this very thing. Render therefore to all 
their dues : tribute to whom tribute is due; custom to whom custom; 
fear to whom fear ; honor to whom honor.” 


THE existence of a country and a government is 
distinctly recognized in the Scriptures under consid- 
eration. ‘This government, and all the power to ad- 
minister it are referred to God, as their author: 
“There is no power but of God: the powers that be 
are ordained of God.” Resistance to this power, 
therefore, is resistance to God, and as such will be 
punished. The design of government is to promote 
the highest good of the governed. “He is the min- 
ister of God to thee for good. For rulers are not a 
terror to good works but to the evil.” ‘The reason 
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of this position is found in the fact, that without 
government, there would be anarchy, or the isola- 
tion of the individual, and in either contingency, so- 
ciety would be destroyed. For in the one case, 
there would be no protection of property or of life, 
and therefore there could be no progress, but de- 
generacy to utter extinction: and in the other, 
there could be no step made beyond the individual, 
and with him the race would perish. The sacrifi- 
ces therefore, which are demanded of the subject, 
such as taxes, personal labor and suffering, and 
whatever else is necessary for the continuance and 
well-being of the government, are required for the 
best interests of the subjects, as they also directly 
promote the glory of God. 

Obedience is enjoined for two reasons, for wrath 
and for conscience’ sake — the one having respect 
to God, and the other to the government. The 
violator of law will be punished, because he sins 
against God, and is injuring the best interests of the 
people. He is employing his powers, of whatever 
kind, in pulling down and destroying what God and 
the people have built up. If there be a combina- 
tion to resist, or to overthrow the government with- 
out adequate reasons, and it be successful, God will 
punish the rebellious in his own time and way, as he 
punished his own people Israel and Judah, and the 
nations that oppressed them. 


We reach the same conclusions, by considering 
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the teachings of Natural Religion. God has made 
man social. Society therefore is necessary, both to 
his happiness and his very existence. Government 
is the instrument by which society perpetuates itself, 
and carries forward the purposes of God in refer- 
ence toman. The form of government is accident- 
al and not necessary. It may be monarchical, or 
republican, or mixed. It may change with the im- 
provement of man and the development of the re- 
sources of the country. Thus the government -of 
the children of Israel passed from a Theocracy to a 
Monarchy, and the English government from an ab- 
solute to a limited monarchy, and our own govern- 
ment from the government of the States to the gov- 
ernment of the people. The Constitution contains 
the principles of the government, and the laws are 
based upon, and are the exponents of the Constitu- 
tion. The majority rules, because, where all are 
equal in rights, it is absurd to suppose, that the 
rights of the few are of greater value than the 
rights of the many. For the minority therefore to 
claim the right to withdraw from the majority, to 
take of the common fund, and to appropriate of the 
common treasury, whatever it may conveniently 
seize, whether it be money or munitions of war, 
forts, ships, or territory, is a case of robbery and 
theft, as well as of rebellion, punishable with the 
highest penalties of the law. The majority there- 
fore, adopts the Constitution, and when neces- 
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sary, alters it, in accordance with its own provi- 
sions. 

Whilst the majority thus rules, it must be in ac- 
cordance with the Constitution, giving to the minor- 
ity equal rights with themselves; and the minority 
have a right to demand that the provisions of the 
Constitution be rigidly observed, both in the enact- 
ment and the enforcement of the laws. All are 
born under the Constitution, or come in from with- 
out, with equal rights, according to the fundamental 
law of reciprocity. No other account can be given 
of the origin of the law of reciprocity, except the 
will of God, as expressed in the constitution of our 
nature, and his blessed word. ‘This law is express- 
ed in the following terms, and commends itself to all 
people, and in all countries as divine: “Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thyself” “All things whatso- 
ever ye would that men should do to you, do ye 
even so to them.” Society therefore, has a right, 
derived from God, to perpetuate itself, and to em- 
ploy all such means as are in accordance with the 
law of reciprocity for the attainment of this end. 
For the same reason society possesses the right to 
use all necessary measures to ward off the evils 
which endanger its existence or healthy action. 
For, if it be the will of God that society should ex- 
ist, as it has been clearly shown, then also is it his 
will that it should continue and prosper. Hence is 
derived the right of society to punish violators of 
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law, who are violators of the law of reciprocity. 
Hence the right to fine, imprison, confiscate proper- 
ty, and take away life itself. When therefore the 
violators of law are many, and combine their powers 
in armed rebellion against the government, and 
threaten its destruction, it is clearly right, and the 
will of God, and the highest duty for the govern- 
ment to employ all its resources to subdue the re- 
bellion, and to punish the rebels. Hor without gov- 
ernment there can be no society and no happiness. 
If rebellion be successful, the government thus 
formed must pursue the same course in order to se- 
cure its existence. ‘The changes therefore, which 
are the legitimate fruits of rebellion generally, are 
productive of no good but rather of increased evils. 
Thus teach reason and religion. Thus did God 
teach his ancient people. They were of all people 
the most tenaciously attached to their country and 
their government. This is shown in their captivity 
and their restoration, in the rule of the Maccabees, 
in the time of Christ, and to this day. Their lang- 
uage was and is now, “If I forget thee, O Jerusa- 
lem, let my right hand forget her cunning. If I do 
not remember thee, let my tongue cleave to the roof 
of my mouth. If I prefer not Jerusalem above my 
chief joy.” 

Now, this love of country thus expressed, is the 
feeling, and the acting out of it is the manifestation 
of Patriotism. Ihave presented ina few words the 


8 Tue Cuaistian Parrior. 


fundamental principles of civil society and govern 
ment, as taught by natural and revealed religion, for 
the purpose of showing what is the will of God on 
this subject, and to make it evident that Christian 
' patriotism has its foundation deeply laid in the na- 
ture of man, and in the word of God. We direct 
your attention therefore, as a closing exercise of the 
session. to Christian Patriotism. 

We have a country given, and secured to us un- 
til now, by a munificent Providence. In the settle- 
ment of no country in modern times has the hand of 
God been more clearly seen. It was an asylum for 
the oppressed of all nations, from civil and religious 
persecution. The oppressed of all lands rejoiced 
in the intelligence, that a new continent was discov- 
ered, and a new country, where the people wearied 
and harassed by injustice, could find rest. We have 
a government the most mild and equitable in the 
world, based upon the law of reciprocity, having the 
equality of rights distinctly stated in the declarative 
act, and recognized in the different articles of the 
Constitution. Its laws have grown out of the Con- 
stitution, and are conformed, as nearly as human 
imperfection will permit, to its equitable principles. 
Until this year, from her establishment as a nation, 
her career has been one of unexampled growth and 
prosperity. In her agricultural products, in inven- 
tive genius and the application of the laws of nature 
to the useful arts, in her mineral productions, and 
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her commerce, external and internal, she stood 
alone among the nations of the earth. Her name 
was a passport, and her flag a protection through- 
out the civilized world. The nations of the earth 
looked upon her with admiration, for here was exhi- 
bited the spectacle, never before witnessed, of a 
people without a standing army, ora floating navy, 
by the force of public sentiment, governing them- 
selves; and as they beheld, the down-trodden milli- 
ons longed, with a desire inexpressible to share in 
her blessedness. We have a country and a govern- 
ment to love and to rejoice in, not as the creation of 
our own genius, or the production of our own indus- 
try, but the gift and kind providence of a gracious 
God. Such a country and such a government are 
worthy of the affections and the services of those 
who enjoy their benefits. Our Patriotism then will 
be manifested in laboring in this country and gov- 
ernment to promote, in the highest degree, the great 
end of society; to devote to this object the ener- 
gies of our minds and bodies; to suffer as well as 
to do, and if need be, to die. In so doing, we are 
pursuing a course, as clearly ascertained as can be, 
in accordance with the will of God. Because, we 
are thus seeking to promote his glory and the great- 
est good of the people. We are maintaining unob- 
structed the word and the worship of God, the sep- 
aration of Church and State, civil and religious lib- 
erty, the sanctity of the Sabbath, the equality of the 
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rights of all, without respect of persons, under the 
Constitution. In a word, we are laboring to secure 
a state of society, in which God will be honored by 
society, and the individual in his rights social, civil 
and religious, will be protected as completely as our 
imperfect nature will permit. This I call 

Christian Patriotism. How may we best promote 
this most desirable end ? 

1. The Christian patriot must be governed by 
Christian principles. The fundamental principle of 
society, as constituted by God, is the great law of 
Reciprocity, “All things whatsoever ye would that 
men should do to you, do ye even so to them.” 
The word of God therefore, is fundamental to 
Christian patriotism. It is sufficient to put a man 
out of the category of this patriotism, that he re- 
jects the word of God as a rule of action, and es- 
tablishes one of his own. If we believe in a Crea- 
tor and Governor and Judge of the Universe, who 
is perfect, and from whom all human excellency has 
been derived, and by whom nations as well as indi- 
viduals are controlled, then are we bound by reason 
and common sense to receive the teachings of his 
word as infallible. If we reject the authority of his 
word, then have we no guide to direct us out of the 
difficulties which everywhere encompass our path. 
Nations ancient and modern have prospered, just in 
proportion as ‘they were governed by this word. 
Heathen nations have perished because they refused 
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to receive ‘the knowledge of God, and professedly 
Christian nations have been oppressed and have 
suffered from grievious wars, because they have de- 
parted from the great principles of God’s word. 
Thus God’s ancient people, whenever and so long as 
they served him, prospered. When they forsook 
him and served graven images, they were conquered 
by their enemies and carried into captivity. The 
Christian nations of Europe, because they rejected 
God’s word as a guide, and, trusting in an arm of 
flesh, gave themselves up to the guidance of mad 
ambition and the lust of conquest, have been em- 
broiled in constant wars, and as a consequence, 
have been demoralized, and oppressed with burden- 
some taxes. Our own beloved country is a sufferer 
from the same cause. It would not be difficult to 
show that the evils, under which we are now suf- 
fering, are the legitimate fruits of the neglect of 
Christian principles, in the conduct both of the peo- 
ple and their rulers. If we were permitted to refer 
to particular cases, we would point to the rancor of 
political parties, proscription from office, the false 
representations of our newspapers, the corruption 
in public office, and the difficulty, if not the impossi- 
bility, of electing men of established Christian char- 
acter to important offices in the government. These 
facts indicate the low state of spirituality among us 
as.a people, and the little respect which is paid to 
the word of God, in the administration of the gov- 
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ernment and in the general conduct of the people, 
in their political relations to each other. Perhaps a 
stronger fact than any which has been stated, and 
one unparalleled in the history of nations, is the 
course pursued by several heads of departments 
and members of congress, in the beginning of this 
year, who were sworn to support the Constitution 
and the government, in deliberately employing the 
great power, put into their hands for the welfare of 
- the government, for the purpose of subverting it, 
abstracting funds from the public treasury, removing 
ships, troops and munitions of war, and seeking, 
and successfully too, to seduce officers high and low 
in the army and the navy from their allegiance to 
the government, and all this whilst sustained and 
liberally paid by the government which they were 
seeking to destroy. If there is anything which can 
yet more clearly indicate the low degree of spiritu- 
ality and neglect of the word of God which we have 
reached, it is that professedly good men, ministers 
of the Gospel, and men in all the walks of life, all 
over this land, justify this course, and pronounce it 
right. I know not how such sentiments can be en- 
tertained, much less expressed, for they seem to me 
to indicate a most impudent mockery of justice, and 
of all the rights which men hold dear in society, and 
at variance with all that reason, or nature, or reve- 
lation teaches to be just and right. 
2. The Christian patriot must exercise self-gov- 
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ernment. This enables him to bear patiently what- 
ever self-denial and sacrifice he is summoned to en- 
dure for his country, assured that he is in it honor- 
ing God, and benefitting man. This is the begin- 
ning of obedience in the family, the Church and the 
State. He, who is incapable of governing himself, 
has no power of judging impartially, and is an un- 
safe depository of an important trust. He is sub- 
ject to the control of inordinate passions, or is lia- 
ble to be influenced by prejudice or prepossession, 
and therefore, is incapable of discharging aright the 
duties of a Christian citizen. As he is unreliable 
in judging, for the same reason, he is unsafe in ru- 
ling. He, who cannot rule himself, possesses no 
power by which he can rule his neighbor. Men of 
this sort, professed patriots and loud in their expres- 
sions of attachment to their country, are they, who 
are partisans in politics, bigots in religion, and en- 
thusiasts in any enterprise in which self may be ex- 
alted. From this class come those who, as children 
and pupils, are disobedient, as citizens riotous, as 
soldiers insubordinate, and as officers traitors. The 
foundation of all excellency in action, intellectual 
and physical, is laid in self-control: In which the 
passions and desires are hushed, and the intellect, 
undisturbed in the silence and solitude of thought, 
pursues her way and reaches the desired conclusion, 
and from which the active powers proceeding, un- 
der the direction of the will, accomplish the pur- 
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posed end. Only under self-control is a man capa- 
ble of bringing forth, and of directing aright the 
powers which are in him; and he, though mighty in 
his natural and acquired powers, if uncontrolled, is 
but a pigmy, when brought into conflict with a fee- 
ble man self-controlled. Thus the successful lead- 
ers of Senates and assemblies, of armies and na- 
vies, the men who have led the councils of their 
country to glorious issues, and their armies from 
victory to victory, controlled others, because they 
controlled themselves. 

3. The Christian patriot submits to all lawfully 
constituted authorities. For this he has been pre- 
pared, however unpleasant it may be, by self-govern- 
ment. He examines into the manner in which au- 
thority is constituted. He will not submit to irre- 
sponsible or self-constituted authority. Because the 
government of which he forms a part is based upon 
the constitution and laws derived from the great law 
of reciprocity. The most successful mode of sub- 
verting all law, and order is to override the ordinary 
forms of administering justice, by brute force. This 
is the refuge of unprincipled men and designing de- 
magogues. The history of nations is replete with 
illustrations of men of this sort both successful and 
unsuccessful. In the one case they become heroes, 
as Cesar, and in the other rebels and traitors, as 
Cataline. Yet, in both, unprincipled ambition ruled 
aided by brute force, whilst law and order were 
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trampled under foot. — There are but two modes of 
government. Hither the people must rule them- 
selves, or be ruled by others. All governments, 
whatever names they bear, are included in these two 
classes. The rule of the people, called demoeratic, 
republican, or constitutional, or limited monarchy, is 
based upon a constitution, which is the choice of 
the people, and upon laws made by them in accord- 
ance with the constitution. The other is an auto- 
eracy or absolute monarchy, .or oligarchy, in which 
the will of the people, the many, is not recognized. 
In which there are no fixed principles but two, and 
these are, to increase and maintain the powers in 
existence, and to obtain from the people the means 
of securing this end. When people, through ig- 
norance or vice, are incapable of self-government, 
the dominion of the few becomes a moral necessity. 
But where intelligence and virtue exist among the 
people, they must rule. This we presume is the 
condition of things among us, and the events now in 
progress will ere long determine whether or not we 
are capable of self-government. Our government is 
pre-eminently a government of law. All authority 
is derived from laws, not from titles, or office, or po- 
sition. We have no throne, or nobility, to fall back 
upon, no dynasty stretching back into the untrace- 
able past, and therefore, when the Constitution and 
the laws are no more respected and have lost all 
their force, we must necessarily fall back into a 
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state of anarchy. The only expression of the views 
of the people must be by the voices of the whole, or 
a majority of them. When unanimity can not be 
secured, as it never or seldom can, then the majori- 
ty must decide. Now this principle cannot be 
changed by insurrection, or rebellion, or revolution. 
The character of the majority may be changed, but 
the principle of the authority of the majority cannot 
be changed, so long as the government is that of 
the people. If a minority rebel against the major- 
ity and refuse to recognize their authority, and such 
a position can be maintained, then the government 
is atan end. Might gives right. Justice is stricken 
down by the strong arm of the conqueror, and the 
way is opened for the violation and ultimate destruc- 
tion of all personal, social, civil and religious rights, 
The idea of right and justice is driven from the vo- 
. cabulary of thought, and might usurps its place and 
with it oppression, cruelty, robbery, theft and mur- 
der. Oh, it is dreadful to think of a government 
such as ours has been— so mild and gentle in its 
sway, that we felt it only as the restraint and guar- 
dianship of an affectionate mother; and so potent 
in its influence, that our sleep was never disturbed 
by the fear of our enemy ; and so beneficent in all 
its enactments that the individual was enabled to 
develope all his energies of whatever kind, in his 
own way and undisturbed, only so that he did not in- 
fringe upon the rights of others — that this govern- 
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ment should be assailed by her own children, her 
plains covered with blood, her towns burned, her 
households made desolate and her sons slain for the 
purpose of establishing the dominion of the few 
upon the ruins of the many. Now the true Christ- 
ian patriot will submit to the authority of the laws 
and will maintain it at any hazard or any sacrifice. 
This he will do, not only because he loves his coun- 
try above every other but because his own welfare 
and existence are at stake. For, with the loss of 
his country, he loses all he holds dear on earth. 
What is a man without a country, without civil and 
social rights? In what does he differ from the slave, 
unless it be that his bone and sinews and muscles 
are not under the control of a master, and his limbs 
are not restrained by chains. In all that dignifies 
man, in his relations to government, in his social po- 
sition, he has no rights, for he has no country. He 
is an exile and an alien, dependent upon the charity 
of others. 

4, Christian patriotism requires of us not only 
submission to lawfully constituted authority, but also 
a cheerful and cordial support of the government. 
The administration of government involves in it ex- 
pense, and with all the care which can be exercised, 
there will be inequality in the application of the 
laws. This is an imperfection which belongs to the 
nature of man, and therefore is unavoidable. The 


burdens of the government must come upon the 
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governed. This burden, in the form of direct and 
indirect taxation, is the price paid for protection and 
security in the enjoyment of life, liberty and the 
pursuit of happiness. All this and far more comes 
back to us again in the rich returns of undisturbed 
industry, in the various occupations of life. In no 
other way could we be so cheaply protected. If we 
were to suppose society disintegrated into its origin- 
al elements, and each one were to be his own pro- 
tector, as it is in extreme frontier life, we could un- 
der such circumstances enjoy but little time for use- 
ful industry. As there would be no government to 
throw its strong arm of defence around us, and no 
law to define right and justice, every man would es- 
tablish his own notions of right: he would look with 
suspicion upon his fellowman, crimes of every kind 
would be multiplied, and the loss of property and 
the cost of self-defence would involve an expendi- 
ture an hundredfold greater than the cost incurred 
in supporting the government. 

Moreover, patriotism requires us to assist in en- 
forcing the laws. Without laws government is but 
a name, and laws are of no value if not enforced. 
The integrity and maintenance of the government 
therefore depend upon the enforcement of the laws. 
The more efficiently and certainly the laws are en- 
forced, the less crime and the greater security will 
there be. The highest interest of the whole com- 
munity and therefore of each individual of it will be 
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thus secured. It is our duty therefore not to rest 
satisfied with the efforts of those who are paid to ad- 
minister the laws, but it is the duty and the interest 
of every citizen to see that the majesty of the laws 
be maintained. Especially is he placed under the 
strongest obligations to give information, and to as- 
sist in every other way in the enforcement of the 
laws, when summoned by the officers of justice. Nor 
should this service be regarded as dishonorable or 
degrading, since the sacrifice of feeling involved is 
made for the highest good of the community. 

In addition to this, Christian patriotism demands 
of every citizen to come forward at the call of his 
country and defend her rights, whether assailed bya 
foreign or a domestic foe. Such a course is mani- 
festly a Christian duty. Under such circumstances, 
all that we hold dear on earth is at stake, our lives, 
our liberties, our rights civil and religious, our fami- 
ly relations, our property, our all. If the sacrifice 
which we are summoned to make be that of proper- 
ty, or health, or life, it is only what duty to God and 
our fellowmen demands. For the powers that be, 
are ordained of God, and they are the ministers of 
good. Therefore, in repelling foreign or domestic 
foes, we are but maintaining the blessings which 
God has given us, the constitution and laws, the 
government which he has ordained and which we 
must believe he intends should continue until he 
has declared, by his Providence or by a clearer rev- 
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elation, it should pass away and give place to an- 
other. 

In discussing this subject which in its relations 
comes so near to us, I say nothing of the glory of 
such conduct in the estimation of mankind, of the 
approbation and applause of our fellowmen, and the 
name which will go down to posterity embalmed in 
the memories, and emblazoned and perpetuated in 
the records, of the nation. I speak only of duty, as 
clearly ascertained from the will of God as express- 
ed in natural and revealed religion. What we desire 
and need is Christian principles well ascertained and 
unchangeable as God from whom they emanate. 

5. From the imperfection of all human affairs 
laws are sometimes enacted which in some particu- 
lars press more heavily on one portion of the com- 
munity than on another. Perhaps all laws partake 
of this character, one resting heavily on this portion 
of the people, and another on that. Not only so, 
the evil is often increased by the mode of adminis- 
tering them, which partakes of the common imper- 
fection. For such evils there is here no adequate 
redress. They belong to the disabilities which we 
suffer from our common depravity, and the sinful- 
ness which is its legitimate and necessary offspring. 
But there are other evils growing out of legal enact- 
ments and the administration of those enactments, 
which are oppressive. What does Christian patriot- 
ism teach as duty under such circumstances? Is it 


Tue CuristiAN Patriot. 2) 


to publish falsehoods against the administration, and 
the persons who constitute it? Is it to condemn 
the government as a failure and the people as incap- 
able of self-government? Is it to ignore all the 
blessings which a gracious God has bestowed upon. 
us under it, and to put forth efforts to poison the 
minds of the people against their own welfare and 
distract the country and destroy its peace by creat- 
ing dissensions and divisions? No, nothing of all 
this. There are men in this country, as there are 
in all countries, who call themselves patriots, who 
live by change and convulsions in the government, 
who have nothing to lose and everything to gain by 
change, whose patriotism extends no farther than 
self, and whose attachment even to party is one of 
the highest forms of selfishness, men without Christ- 
ian principles and Christian sympathy. But they 
ate not patriots in any sense. Such conduct and 
such character the Christian patriot condemns and 
abhors. If there be evils, there is a constitutional 
mode of redress. Laws may be repealed, new laws 
may be enacted, and a new administration may be 
inaugurated. The judgments of men may err, the 
anticipated benefits from measures adopted may not 
be realized, and the best laid plans for the welfare 
of the country may be failures. For there is a Di- 
vinity that shapes our ends, there is a Universal 
Sovereign who controls the affairs of individuals 
and of nations. The Christian patriot seeks lessons 
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of wisdom from Providence and revelation, and en- 
deavors, with all the light which he can obtain, to 
conduct the affairs of his country to a glorious con- 
summation. . 

Nations like individuals have their affections The 
disease of the individual, the contests and dissen- 
sions of neighbors and friends, the dishonesty in bu- 
siness, the betrayal of friendship, theft and robbery 
and murder have their counterpart in the nation. 
The whole nation becomes diseased, trade becomes 
lame, agriculture and manufactures languish, wast- 
ing and mildew and plague and cholera invade the 
country, and war internecine and sectional, the em- 
bodiment of all other evils. With these evils clear- 
ly in view, the Christian patriot girds himself to the 
work. Duty is plain. There is no time for hesita- 
tion or delay. His genius, knowledge, influence, 
time, labor and money are at the service of the na- 
tion. In no other way can he accomplish so much 
good in the same time. For here his efforts tend 
to the welfare of the government and the highest 
interests of all classes and conditions of the people 
in it. 

I have spoken thus far espgcially of the manifes- 
tation of patriotism, under the impulse of duty. The 
feeling itself is one of the noblest which animates 
the human soul. It isa mingled feeling of rever- 
ence and confidence and joy. It is love for the sky 
above us, so varied, and so beautiful; the sun which 
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shines upon us by day, and the stars which march 
forth silently in their trains by night; they are our 
sun and stars. It is love for the trees and woods, 
the meadows and fields, the mountains and rivers, 
and streams and fountains of waters, the vast prai- 
ries, the inland seas. It is love for our government, 
our Constitutien and laws, our freedom of speech 
and writing and worship and business. It is love 
for our Institutions, literary, theological, benevolent, 
social and Christian. It is love for our people, the 
exiles of all nations, for the sake of the great prin- 
ciples of civil and religious liberty, and their chil- 
dren, and love for our flag, the stripes and the stars, 
which for eighty years has waved over a united and 
happy people. It is love for the memories of the 
past, the history of the struggles and the independ- 
ence of the people, which, though brief, is pregnant 
with some of the most illustrious deeds and import- 
ant events that dignify and ennoble the history of 
our race. We love all these, because they are the 
gift of God to us. We prize and cherish them, be- 
cause here, as a nation and a government, we are 
summoned to work out the will of God concerning 
us. It is expressedty the sentiment, “Our country 
right or wrong ;” if wrong, we will rectify, and if 
right, we will maintain the right at any sacrifice. It 
is an abiding affection, which wastes not by effort 
and wanes not by age, but which burns more bright- 
ly with the continually recurring evidences of the 
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blessings which God is bestowing upon us here. 
My young friends, my desire is that patriotism such 
as this may burn in your bosoms with a quench- 
less flame. Cultivate love of country. It is a noble 
virtue. Let it be imbued with the spirit of the Gos- 
pel. Compare the government and institutions of 
this country with those of every other, and mark 
the favors which a gracious God has bestowed upon 
us, and then consider how you ought to prize them. 
Here the people rule, but an ignorant and a godless 
people will rule only to plunge themselves into ruin. 
Cultivate then the patriotism which Christianity in- 
spires, which is the loftiest known to man. Let the 
love of country be fragrant with the love of God. 
That you may become such, the word of God must 
be your guide. Let its precepts daily come into 
your souls and dwell,there. ‘They will be the seeds 
of spiritual life, which will grow up into fruit pro- 
ductive of glory to God and good to man. — Re- 
member that the beginning of patriotism is exhibited 
in the family, in implicit and reverent obedience to 
parents, and, in the school and college, in respectful 
submission to the authorities and the laws. No 
young man who is disobedient to his parents and 
disrespectful to his teachers and others can become 
a Christian patriot, until his whole nature is renew- 
ed. For obedience is the fundamental condition of - 
patriotism, as it is of all personal and social excel- 
lency. When submission to God, as the Supreme 
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Sovereign, and to his word, as the only infallible 
tule of right has been secured, then all else will be- 
come easy. The principle of obedience is there, 
and it will carry the soul right forward into all prop- 
er submission, and on all occasions. Then there 
will have commenced in the soul a subjugation of 
selfishness in all its forms, and of refractory pas- 
sions and habits, which is only the beginning of the 
liberty wherewith Christ makes men free. It will 
continue by the grace of God until body, soul and 
spirit shall be completely subdued, and Christ shall 
be all and in all. Then will begin a new career for 
the soul, in which it will be found that self-denial, 
sacrifice and suffering for our God, our country and 
our fellowmen is the highest enjoyment; and the 
most perfect liberty is subjection in all things to the 
will of God. May you, my young friends, and this 
congregation, and this whole nation, be made par- 
takers of this enjoyment and of this highest liberty. 


